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This study examines how religious authority was distributed in early Islam. It argues the case that, as in
Shi'ism, it was concentrated in the head of state, rather than dispersed among learned laymen as in Sunnism.
Originally the caliph was both head of state and ultimate source of religious law; the Sunni pattern represents
the outcome of a conflict between the caliph and early scholars who, as spokesmen of the community,
assumed religious leadership for themselves. Many Islamicists have assumed the Shi'ite concept of the
imamate to be a deviant development. In contrast, this book argues that it is an archaism preserving the
concept of religious authority with which all Muslims began.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Davis:

The guide untitled God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam (University of
Cambridge Oriental Publications) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam
(University of Cambridge Oriental Publications) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Beverly Barber:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping God's Caliph: Religious Authority
in the First Centuries of Islam (University of Cambridge Oriental Publications) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick God's Caliph:
Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam (University of Cambridge Oriental Publications) become
your personal starter.

Sheila Davis:

The book untitled God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam (University of
Cambridge Oriental Publications) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Cora Blanchette:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries
of Islam (University of Cambridge Oriental Publications) can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So ,



why hesitate? We need to have God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam (University
of Cambridge Oriental Publications).
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