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This book develops a philosophical account that reveals the major characteristics that make an explanation in
the life sciences reductive and distinguish them from non-reductive explanations. Understanding what
reductive explanations are enables one to assess the conditions under which reductive explanations are
adequate and thus enhances debates about explanatory reductionism. The account of reductive explanation
presented in this book has three major characteristics. First, it emerges from a critical reconstruction of the
explanatory practice of the life sciences itself. Second, the account is monistic since it specifies one set of
criteria that apply to explanations in the life sciences in general. Finally, the account is ontic in that it traces
the reductivity of an explanation back to certain relations that exist between objects in the world (such as
part-whole relations and level relations), rather than to the logical relations between sentences. Beginning
with a disclosure of the meta-philosophical assumptions that underlie the author’s analysis of reductive
explanation, the book leads into the debate about reduction(ism) in the philosophy of biology and continues
with a discussion on the two perspectives on explanatory reduction that have been proposed in the
philosophy of biology so far. The author scrutinizes how the issue of reduction becomes entangled
with explanation and analyzes two concepts, the concept of a biological part and the concept of a level of
organization. The results of these five chapters constitute the ground on which the author bases her final
chapter, developing her ontic account of reductive explanation.
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From reader reviews:

Dorinda Kling:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Reductive Explanation in the Biological Sciences
(History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences).

Jill Goulet:

The e-book with title Reductive Explanation in the Biological Sciences (History, Philosophy and Theory of
the Life Sciences) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Solomon Steward:

Beside this Reductive Explanation in the Biological Sciences (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life
Sciences) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Reductive Explanation in the
Biological Sciences (History, Philosophy and Theory of the Life Sciences) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!

Judy Williams:

You may get this Reductive Explanation in the Biological Sciences (History, Philosophy and Theory of the
Life Sciences) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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