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The study of the literary impact of the Bible in the Spanish Golden Age is a relatively neglected field.

The present book considers, in a sequence of studies, some of the ways in which the biblical culture of Spain
left its impress on the literature and art of the time. It does so by tracing the presence of biblical images in a
selection of works composed between the reigns of Ferdinand and Isabella and Philip IV. Together these
works represent some of the major genres, literary and artistic, that flourished in the Golden Age, including
travelogues, works of devotion, narrative fiction, biblical exegesis, poetry, popular drama, and religious
painting. They also illustrate the role played by ancestral images in a period of cultural change.

Chapter One tackles an issue that has given rise to much discussion in recent years: the literary impact in
Spain of the New World. Despite the Chronicles of the Indies, which includes eyewitness accounts by
conquistadors, ethnographic studies by missionaries, and general histories penned in Spain, it is not easy to
detect the presence of the New World in the literary imagination of the Golden Age. In the fiction, poetry,
and drama of the period it is rarely accorded a central role; often, indeed, it does not figure at all. Instead, the
Discoveries leave their mark in the imagery of the age.

Chapter Two highlights the translation of the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola. Designed to be a
manual for the person "giving" the exercises, rather than as a text to be read by the one "receiving" them, its
contents could be adapted to a wide range of needs, and it informed the Society of Jesus's many pastoral
activities.

Chapter Three turns to the presence of the Bible in Lazarillo de Tormes, one of the earliest and most popular
examples of realist fiction in Europe, and evidence of the influence in Spain of the European renaissance.
Although the book was enormously popular, interpretation of it has proven notoriously problematic because
its language is often obscure and arcane. The biblical allusions it contains illustrate the point: modern editors
have noted their presence in the text, but they have not agreed about their number, provenance, or function.
This chapter argues that they are more numerous than has been supposed, and it underlines the fact that many
of them derive from proverbial sayings and jokes, a testimony to the transmission of biblical topics at a
popular level.

The early 1550s saw the emergence in Spain not only of realist prose fiction but of poetry informed by
biblical themes and written in the Renaissance style. Two works signalled its arrival: A collectiono of
religious verse by Jorge de Montemayor, published late in 1552 or early 1553, and Benito Arias Montano's
poetic paraphrase of the Song of Songs. Chapter Four also looks at the poetry of Fray Luis de Leon, who
studied under the great Cistercian exegete Cipriano de la Huerga.

CHapter Five turns to the more public and popular genre of the comedia. The subject here is the play, The
Man Condemned for Lack of Trust, which dramatises a thorny problem of theology.

The final chapter moves from drama to the religious art of the period. It examines in detail the literary



context of two bodegones, both inspired by biblical subjects, that Diego Velazquez painted as a young man
in Seville. 1623's Christ in the House of Martha and Mary and The Supper at Emmaus have both been the
subject of extensive debate concerning their secular and sacred elements. The paintings appear to have
adapted iconographic conventions familiar to contemporaries in order to create a misterio.

Each chapter explores the hidden sense of each art form, and concludes that the aart of the Spanish Golden
Age explores distinct but complementary ways of reconciling contemplation and action.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Bible in
the Literary Imagination of the Spanish Golden Age (Early Modern Catholocism and the Visual Arts)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Glenn Flinchum:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Bible in the Literary Imagination
of the Spanish Golden Age (Early Modern Catholocism and the Visual Arts) book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you may already know.

Derrick Tompkins:

Often the book The Bible in the Literary Imagination of the Spanish Golden Age (Early Modern
Catholocism and the Visual Arts) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Edward Johnson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Bible in the Literary Imagination of the Spanish Golden Age (Early Modern Catholocism and the Visual
Arts) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The Bible in the Literary
Imagination of the Spanish Golden Age (Early Modern Catholocism and the Visual Arts) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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