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Set in Quebec at the turn of the 19th to 20th century, The Heart Specialist is the epic story of Agnes White, a
lonely orphaned girl fascinated by the "wrong" things—microscopes, dissections, and anatomy instead of
more ladylike interests—who rises to the status of one of the world's most celebrated pioneering women
doctors. Not only does she break through patriarchal academic barriers; she masters the science of the human
heart, becoming a scholar of international fame, all in a place and time inimical to intelligent women.

When Agnes is small, her father, a French-Canadian doctor living in Montreal, is charged with the murder of
his handicapped sister. Although he is eventually acquitted, his reputation is ruined, and he flees, abandoning
Agnes and her pregnant mother. Less than a year later, her mother dies of consumption, leaving Agnes and
her baby sister Laure on their own. Agnes's sparse memories of her father have an abiding impact on her, and
she is determined to find him, as well as to follow in his footsteps as a doctor, even though medical schools
in Canada are closed to women at the time. She eventually gets her degree and finds a niche for herself as the
curator of the McGill University pathology museum. But even as her professional star rises, her life is
solitary and her happiness remains incomplete because of her missing father. One of the only clues in her
quest to find him is a strange, misshapen heart that teaches her an invaluable lesson about love. Agnes
ultimately must recognize that though she's a world-reknowned expert on the human heart, she still doesn't
understand the her own.

Inspired by the career of Maude Abbott, one of Canada's first female physicians, The Heart Specialist is a
novel about the mysterious, painful journey into selfhood.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Heart Specialist. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The Heart Specialist.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's read.

Lou Morton:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Heart Specialist book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Heart Specialist
content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Heart Specialist
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Cynthia Campbell:

Often the book The Heart Specialist will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to
you. The book The Heart Specialist is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Brent Campbell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
The Heart Specialist when you needed it?
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