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“Oliver Sacks, Richard Selzer, Lewis Thomas . . . Weissmann is in this noble tradition.” —Los Angeles
Times

“Weissmann introduces us to a new way of thinking about the connections between art and medicine.”
—New York Times Book Review

Embryonic stem cell research. Evolution vs. intelligent design. The transformation of medicine into “health
care.” Climate change. Never before has science been so intertwined with politics, never have we been more
dependent on scientific solutions for the preservation of the species.

Transporting us across more than four hundred years of pivotal moments in science and medicine,
Weissmann distills history’s lessons for today’s new age of sect and violence: “The Endarkenment.” Among
others, he lingers with Galileo and his daughter in seventeenth-century Florence, Diderot and d’Alembert in
Enlightenment Paris, William and Alice James in fin de siècle Boston, James Watson as the John McEnroe
of DNA, and Craig Venter decoding the genome at the dawn of the twenty-first century. Weissmann’s
message is clear: “Experimental science is our defense—perhaps our best defense—against humbug and the
Endarkenment.”

A rare amalgam of incisive polemic and rich, anecdotal narrative, this is humanistic science writing at its
best. Weissmann’s reflections on the historical roots of the current culture wars in science and medicine
again reveal him to be, as Nobel Prize-winner Eric Kandel says “by any standard, one of the major essayists
of our time.”

Gerald Weissmann is a physician, scientist, editor, and essayist whose collections include Epigenetics in the
Age of Twitter: Pop Culture and Modern Science; Mortal and Immortal DNA: Science and the Lure of Myth;
and Galileo’s Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment. He is professor emeritus and research professor of
medicine at New York University School of Medicine. His essays and reviews have appeared in numerous
publications worldwide, including the London Review of Books and New York Times Book Review. The
former editor-in-chief of the FASEB Journal, he is now its book reviews editor. He lives in Manhattan and
Woods Hole, Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Chaney:

The book Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Martin Solomon:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment book is readable by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving
Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Joseph Fulkerson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get previous to. The Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Ann Conley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. Galileo's Gout: Science in an Age of Endarkenment can be your answer mainly because it can be



read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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