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When feminists argued for political rights in the context of liberal democracy they faced an impossible
choice. On the one hand, they insisted that the differences between men and women were irrelevant for
citizenship. On the other hand, by the fact that they acted on behalf of women, they introduced the very idea
of difference they sought to eliminate. This paradox--the need both to accept and to refuse sexual difference
in politics--was the constitutive condition of the long struggle by women to gain the right of citizenship. In
this new book, remarkable in both its findings and its methodology, award-winning historian Joan Wallach
Scott reads feminist history in terms of this paradox of sexual difference.

Focusing on four French feminist activists--Olympe de Gouges, who wrote the Declaration of the Rights of
Woman and Citizen during the French Revolution; Jeanne Deroin, a utopian socialist and candidate for
legislative office in 1848; Hubertine Auclert, the suffragist of the Third Republic; and Madeleine Pelletier, a
psychiatrist in the early twentieth century who argued that women must "virilize" themselves in order to gain
equality--Scott charts the repetitions and variations in feminist history. Again and again, feminists tried to
prove they were individuals, according to the standards of individuality of their day. Again and again, they
confronted the assumption that individuals were men. But when sexual difference was taken to be a
fundamental difference, when only men were regarded as individuals and thus as citizens, how could women
also be citizens? The imaginative and courageous answers feminists offered to these questions are the subject
of this engaging book.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and
the Rights of Man will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

George Hartzell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Only Paradoxes to Offer:
French Feminists and the Rights of Man that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and
the Rights of Man become your own personal starter.

Mary Clement:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists
and the Rights of Man e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Only Paradoxes to Offer:
French Feminists and the Rights of Man as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ana May:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One



of them is niagra Only Paradoxes to Offer: French Feminists and the Rights of Man.
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