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This first comprehensive history of the social and political aspects of vaccination in the United States tells
the story of how vaccination became a widely accepted public health measure over the course of the
twentieth century. One hundred years ago, just a handful of vaccines existed, and only one, for smallpox,
was widely used. Today more than two dozen vaccines are in use, fourteen of which are universally
recommended for children. State of Immunity examines the strategies that health officials have
used—ranging from advertising and public relations campaigns to laws requiring children to be immunized
before they can attend school—to gain public acceptance of vaccines. Like any medical intervention,
vaccination carries a small risk of adverse reactions. But unlike other procedures, it is performed on healthy
people, most commonly children, and has been mandated by law. Vaccination thus poses unique ethical,
political, and legal questions.

James Colgrove considers how individual liberty should be balanced against the need to protect the common
welfare, how experts should act in the face of incomplete or inconsistent scientific information, and how the
public should be involved in these decisions. A well-researched, intelligent, and balanced look at a timely
topic, this book explores these issues through a vivid historical narrative that offers new insights into the
past, present, and future of vaccination.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

This State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America usually are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this State of Immunity: The Politics
of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America can be one of many great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination
in Twentieth-Century America forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Jacqueline Stalling:

This book untitled State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Grady Comer:

The book with title State of Immunity: The Politics of Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jason Scott:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This State of Immunity: The Politics of
Vaccination in Twentieth-Century America is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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