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If one does not understand the biology of the coral reef, one does not understand the reef at all. So, using
more than 250 illustrations and specially drawn ecological reconstructions of reef communities, Rachel
Wood provides a unique evolutionary approach to the understanding of ancient coral reef ecosystems.
Marine organisms have aggregated to form reefs for over 3.5 billion years--creating the largest biologically
constructed feature on earth, some visible from space. However, their study has been largely descriptive.
Reef Evolution, documents the fundamental biological processes and innovations which have molded the
evolution of reef ecosystems and given rise to the highly complex communities found today. The appearance
of clonality, the acquisition of photosymbiosis, and the radiation of predator groups are all discussed in
depth. Data from the fossil record documents the evolutionary development of reef ecosystems. Although
reefs only occupy a small percentage of the oceans, their importance to the marine environment is many-
faceted and global. They create harbors and allow the development of shallow basins with associated
mangrove or seagrass communities; they protect coastlines from erosion; are involved in the regulation of
atmospheric carbon, which in turn contributes to climate control. can provide extensive oil and gas
reservoirs. From a biological standpoint, however, the great significance of reefs lies in their ability to
generate and maintain a substantial proportion of tropical marine biodiversity. This unique interdisciplinary
approach provides students and researchers in evolution, marine biology, ecology, paleontology,
biodiversity, and geology with a text that will allow them to truly understand the biological innovations
which have molded the evolution of coral reefs and given rise to the highly complex communities found
today.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Reef Evolution. All
type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Martin Elkins:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Reef
Evolution is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jeffery Hall:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Reef Evolution reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question Reef Evolution as good book not merely by the cover but also with
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Bertha Wood:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Reef Evolution can make you experience more interested to read.
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