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Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark examines the issue of whether enlightenment in Zen Buddhism is
sudden or gradual?that is, something intrinsic to the mind that is achieved in a sudden flash of insight or
something extrinsic to it that must be developed through a sequential series of practices. This
“sudden/gradual issue” was one of the crucial debates that helped forge the Zen school in East Asia, and the
Korean Zen master Chinul’s (1158–1210) magnum opus, Excerpts, offers one of the most thorough
treatments of it in all of premodern Buddhist literature. According to Chinul’s analysis, enlightenment is both
sudden and gradual. Zen practice must begin with a sudden awakening to the “numinous awareness”?the
“sentience,” or buddha-nature?that is inherent in all “sentient” beings. Such an awareness does not need to be
developed but must simply be recognized (or better “re-cognized”), through the unmediated experience of
insight. Even after this initial awakening, however, deeply engrained proclivities of thought and conduct may
continue to disturb the practitioner; these can only be removed gradually as his or her practice matures.
Chinul’s “sudden awakening/gradual cultivation” soteriology became emblematic of the Buddhist tradition
in Korea.
Excerpts, translated here in its entirety by the preeminent Western specialist in the Korean Buddhist
tradition, goes on to examine Chinul’s treatments of many of the quintessential practices of Zen Buddhism,
including nonconceptualization, or no-thought, and the concurrent development of meditation and wisdom,
as well as, for the first time in Korean Zen, “examining meditative topics” (kanhwa S?n)?what we in the
West know better as k?ans, after its later Japanese analogues. Fitting this new technique into his preferred
soteriological schema of sudden awakening/gradual cultivation was no simple task for Chinul.
Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark offers an extensive study of the contours of the sudden/gradual debate
in Buddhist thought and practice and traces the influence of Chinul’s analysis of this issue throughout the
history of the Korean tradition. Copiously annotated, the work contains extensive selections from the two
traditional Korean commentaries to the text. In Buswell’s treatment, Chinul’s Excerpts emerges as the single
most influential work written by a Korean Buddhist author.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hernandez:

Typically the book Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on
Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this article book.

Hector Medlin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Numinous Awareness Is Never
Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy
and Religion) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean
Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion)
become your personal starter.

Terry McConnell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Numinous Awareness Is
Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library:
Philosophy and Religion) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Audra Yoder:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master
Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) was filled concerning
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read
a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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