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Though it was located far away from Southern battlefields, Detroit churned with unrest during the American
Civil War. The city's population, including a large German and Irish immigrant community, mostly aligned
with anti-war Democrats while the rest of the state stood with the pro-Lincoln Republicans. The virulently
anti-Lincoln and anti-Black Detroit Free Press fanned the city's flames with provocative coverage of events.
In "Old Slow Town": Detroit during the Civil War, award-winning author Paul Taylor contends that the
anger within Detroit's diverse political and ethnic communities over questions about the war's purpose and its
conduct nearly tore the city in two.

Taylor charts Civil War-era Detroit's evolution from a quiet but growing industrial city (derisively called
"old slow town" by some visitors) to a center of political contention and controversy. In eight chapters,
Taylor details topics including the pre-war ethnic and commercial development of the city; fear and
suspicion of "secret societies"; issues of race, gender, and economic strife during the war; Detroit's response
to its soldiers' needs; and celebration and remembrance at the conclusion of the conflict. Taylor's use of
rarely seen military correspondence from the National Archives, soldier and civilian diaries and letters,
period articles and editorials from Detroit's Civil War-era newspapers, and his fresh, judicious synthesis of
secondary sources results in a captivating depiction of Detroit's Civil War history.

Until now, why events occurred as they did in Detroit during the Civil War and what life was like for its
residents has only been touched upon in any number of general histories. Readers interested in American
history, Civil War history, or the ethnic history of Detroit will appreciate the full picture of the time period
Taylor presents in "Old Slow Town."
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From reader reviews:

Brent Abramson:

The book 'Old Slow Town': Detroit during the Civil War (Great Lakes Books Series) gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book 'Old Slow Town': Detroit during the Civil War (Great Lakes Books Series)
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a e-book 'Old Slow
Town': Detroit during the Civil War (Great Lakes Books Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Terri Root:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book 'Old Slow Town': Detroit during the
Civil War (Great Lakes Books Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Catherine Riddle:

The book 'Old Slow Town': Detroit during the Civil War (Great Lakes Books Series) will bring that you the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book 'Old Slow Town': Detroit during the Civil War
(Great Lakes Books Series) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Marilynn Johnson:

The publication with title 'Old Slow Town': Detroit during the Civil War (Great Lakes Books Series) has a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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