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Despite the substantial economic and political strides that African-Americans have made in this century,
welfare remains an issue that sharply divides Americans by race. Shifting the Color Line explores the
historical and political roots of enduring racial conflict in American welfare policy, beginning with the New
Deal.

Through Social Security and other social insurance programs, white workers were successfully integrated
into a strong national welfare state. At the same time, African-Americans--then as now disproportionately
poor--were relegated to the margins of the welfare state, through decentralized, often racist, public assistance
programs.

Over the next generation, these institutional differences had fateful consequences for African-Americans and
their integration into American politics. Owing to its strong national structure, Social Security quickly
became the closest thing we have to a universal, color-blind social program. On the other hand, public
assistance--especially Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)--continued to treat African-
Americans badly, while remaining politically weak and institutionally decentralized.

Racial distinctions were thus built into the very structure of the American welfare state. By keeping poor
blacks at arm's length while embracing white workers, national welfare policy helped to construct the
contemporary political divisions--middle-class versus poor, suburb versus city, and white versus black--that
define the urban underclass.
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Arnold:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a
book. Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Shifting the
Color Line: Race and the American Welfare State book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jacquelyn Lopez:

This Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American Welfare State are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American
Welfare State can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American Welfare State giving
you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gregory Howard:

The book untitled Shifting the Color Line: Race and the American Welfare State contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Roger Hodge:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Shifting the Color Line: Race and the
American Welfare State which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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