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Pamela Tan (Tan Pingmei) left Australia in 1950 as a young Australian born Chinese woman patriotically
attracted to the possibilities of the new China created by the success of the Communist revolution. She
stayed for nearly 30 years, experiencing a roller coaster ride through a period of initial promise followed by a
series of disasters to the country - disasters that inevitably affected her personally. Still she assessed Mao as
'a great man,' but one who 'had exceeded the limit.' Finally, disillusioned with her life in China, Pamela
returned to Australia to start a new life in 1979 and was joined by her Chinese family the following year. She
gradually completed her intellectual and spiritual movement away from the socialist ideals that had long
sustained her in China to the quite different philosophy of Buddhism. In this honest and informative memoir,
Pamela explores her experience, beliefs, confusion, and fear in China, while also providing insight into her
young life in Melbourne that contributed to her quest, and her post-China journey once back in Australia.
Pamela Tan's engrossing story puts a human face on the tortuous history of Mao's China. The very fact that
her story is 'ordinary' provides great testimony to the power of Mao's regime in creating a narrative that
could, to a large degree, be sustained even as one disaster after another engulfed the Chinese people. There is
much to learn from the parallel stories of an individual we can empathize with, and a system that truly
'exceeded the limit.'
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Cook:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Chinese Factor: An Australian
Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Darryl Payton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important normally. The book The Chinese Factor: An Australian
Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979 had been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The
Chinese Factor: An Australian Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979 is not only giving you far
more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Chinese Factor: An Australian
Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Ann Macdonald:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Chinese Factor: An Australian Chinese
Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tyler Cote:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Chinese Factor: An Australian
Chinese Woman's Life in China from 1950 to 1979, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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