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“I have seen yesterday. I know tomorrow.” This inscription in Tutankhamun’s tomb summarizes The Fifth
Beginning. Here, archaeologist Robert L. Kelly explains how the study of our cultural past can predict the
future of humanity.
 
In an eminently readable style, Kelly identifies four key pivot points in the six-million-year history of human
development: the emergence of technology, culture, agriculture, and the state. In each example, the author
examines the long-term processes that resulted in a definitive, no-turning-back change for the organization of
society. Kelly then looks ahead, giving us evidence for what he calls a fifth beginning, one that started about
AD 1500. Some might call it “globalization,” but the author places it in its larger context: a five-thousand-
year arms race, capitalism’s global reach, and the cultural effects of a worldwide communication network.
 
Kelly predicts that the emergent phenomena of this fifth beginning will include the end of war as a viable
way to resolve disputes, the end of capitalism as we know it, the widespread shift toward world citizenship,
and the rise of forms of cooperation that will end the near-sacred status of nation-states. It’s the end of life as
we have known it. However, the author is cautiously optimistic: he dwells not on the coming chaos, but on
humanity’s great potential.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Garcia:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Fifth Beginning: What Six Million Years of Human
History Can Tell Us about Our Future. Try to face the book The Fifth Beginning: What Six Million Years of
Human History Can Tell Us about Our Future as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Janice Wilham:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Fifth Beginning: What Six
Million Years of Human History Can Tell Us about Our Future will make you to become smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Rod Doughty:

The particular book The Fifth Beginning: What Six Million Years of Human History Can Tell Us about Our
Future will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The
Fifth Beginning: What Six Million Years of Human History Can Tell Us about Our Future is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

James Coles:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Fifth Beginning: What Six Million Years of Human
History Can Tell Us about Our Future why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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