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“Haunting . . . To read The Good Negress is to fall under a spell, to open a window, to fly.” —Los
Angeles Times Book Review
 
Twenty years after its initial publication, The Good Negress continues to be an important part of the literary
canon, as relevant and necessary as ever. Set in 1960s Detroit, the novel centers around Denise Palms, who
leaves her grandmother’s home in rural Virginia to reunite with her mother, stepfather, and older brothers.
As a black teenage girl, Denise is given scarce opportunity beyond cooking, cleaning, and raising her
mother’s baby. But an idealistic, demanding teacher opens Denise’s eyes to a future she has never
considered, and soon she begins to question the limits of the life prescribed to her.
 
With lyrical, evocative prose, A. J. Verdelle captures Denise’s journey from adolescence to womanhood as
she navigates the tension between loyalty and independence, and between circumstance and desire. The
Good Negress is an unforgettable debut—simultaneously the portrait of a family and a glimpse into an era of
twentieth-century America.
 
Winner of the Harold D. Vursell Memorial Award from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters
Finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Good Negress: A Novel. All type of
book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Thelma Scott:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Good Negress: A Novel publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Good Negress: A Novel as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Karen Martinez:

Beside this The Good Negress: A Novel in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Good
Negress: A Novel because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Jennifer Fountain:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Good Negress: A Novel can give you a lot of
pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Good Negress: A Novel.
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