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Taking up the challenge of redefining modernity from a Caribbean perspective instead of assuming that the
North Atlantic view of modernity is universal, Maria Cristina Fumagalli shows how the Caribbean's
contributions to the modern world not only provide a more accurate account of the past but also have the
potential to change the way in which we imagine the future. Fumagalli uses the myth of Medusa's gaze
turning people into stone to describe the way North Atlantic modernity freezes its "others" into a state of
perpetual backwardness that produces an ethnocentric narrative based on homogenization, vilification, and
disempowerment that actively ignores what fails to conform to the story it wants to tell about itself. In
analyzing narratives of modernity that originate in the Caribbean, the author explores the region's refusal to
succumb to Medusa's spell and highlights its strategies to outstare the Gorgon.

Reflecting a diversity of texts, genres, and media, the chapters focus on sixteenth-century engravings and
paintings from the Netherlands and Italy, a scientific romance produced at the turn of the twentieth century
by the king of the Caribbean island Redonda, contemporary collections of poetry from the anglophone
Caribbean, a historical novel by the Guadeloupean writer Maryse Condé, a Latin epic, a Homeric hymn,
ancient Egyptian rites, fairy tales, romances from England and Jamaica, a long narrative poem by the Nobel
Prize winner Derek Walcott, and paintings by artists from Europe and the Americas spanning the
seventeenth century to the present. Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity offers an original and creative
contribution to what it means to be modern.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity:
Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies). All type of book are you able to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Sean Scruggs:

This Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies) book is simply
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New
World Studies) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New
World Studies) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity:
Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Robert Heck:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World
Studies) can make you experience more interested to read.

Sandra Alexander:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies) we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book.



Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book
Caribbean Perspectives on Modernity: Returning Medusa's Gaze (New World Studies). You can more
attractive than now.
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