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Western scholarship has hitherto described the assimilation of Buddhism in Korea in terms of the
importation of Sino-Indian and Chinese intellectual schools. This has led to an overemphasis on the
scholastic understanding of Buddhism and overlooked evidence of the way Buddhism was practiced "on the
ground." Domesticating the Dharma provides a much-needed corrective to this view by presenting for the
first time a descriptive analysis of the cultic practices that defined and shaped the way Buddhists in Silla
Korea understood their religion from the sixth to tenth centuries. Critiquing the conventional two-tiered
model of "elite" versus "popular" religion, Richard McBride demonstrates how the eminent monks, royalty,
and hereditary aristocrats of Silla were the primary proponents of Buddhist cults and that rich and diverse
practices spread to the common people because of their influence.

Drawing on Buddhist hagiography, traditional narratives, historical anecdotes, and epigraphy, McBride
describes the seminal role of the worship of Buddhist deities?in particular the Buddha Úâkyamuni, the future
buddha Maitreya, and the bodhisattva Avalokiteúvara?in the domestication of the religion on the Korean
peninsula and the use of imagery from the Maitreya cult to create a symbiosis between the native religious
observances of Silla and those being imported from the Chinese cultural sphere. He shows how in turn
Buddhist imagery transformed Silla intellectually, geographically, and spatially to represent a Buddha land
and sacred locations detailed in the Avata?saka Sûtra (Huayan jing/Hwa?m ky?ng). Emphasizing the
importance of the interconnected vision of the universe described in the Avata?saka Sûtra, McBride depicts
the synthesis of Buddhist cults and cultic practices that flourished in Silla Korea with the practice-oriented
Hwa?m tradition from the eight to tenth centuries and its subsequent rise to a uniquely Korean cult of the
Divine Assembly described in scripture.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which you should start with. This Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the
Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Albert Aucoin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults
and the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea as your daily resource information.

Ann Morgan:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Domesticating the
Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and
the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Koreais a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Kevin Adams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist
Cults and the Hwaom Synthesis in Silla Korea or others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Domesticating the Dharma: Buddhist Cults and the Hwaom
Synthesis in Silla Korea to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this



one.
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