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In mapping the slow decline of the rice kingdom across the half-century following the Civil War, James H.
Tuten offers a provocative new vision of the forces--agricultural, environmental, economic, cultural, and
climatic--stacked against planters, laborers, and millers struggling to perpetuate their once-lucrative industry
through the challenging postbellum years and into the hardscrabble twentieth century.
Concentrating his study on the vast rice plantations of the Heyward, Middleton, and Elliott families of South
Carolina, Tuten narrates the ways in which rice producers--both the former grandees of the antebellum
period and their newly freed slaves--sought to revive rice production. Both groups had much invested in the
economic recovery of rice culture during Reconstruction and the beginning decades of the twentieth century.
Despite all disadvantages, rice planting retained a perceived cultural mystique that led many to struggle with
its farming long after the profits withered away. Planters tried a host of innovations, including labor contracts
with former slaves, experiments in mechanization, consolidation of rice fields, and marketing cooperatives in
their efforts to rekindle profits, but these attempts were thwarted by the insurmountable challenges of the
postwar economy and a series of hurricanes that destroyed crops and the infrastructure necessary to sustain
planting. Taken together, these obstacles ultimately sounded the death knell for the rice kingdom.
The study opens with an overview of the history of rice culture in South Carolina through the Reconstruction
era and then focuses on the industry's manifestations and decline from 1877 to 1930. Tuten offers a close
study of changes in agricultural techniques and tools during the period and demonstrates how adaptive and
progressive rice planters became despite their conservative reputations. He also explores the cultural history
of rice both as a foodway and a symbol of wealth in the lowcountry, used on currency and bedposts. Tuten
concludes with a thorough treatment of the lasting legacy of rice culture, especially in terms of the
environment, the continuation of rice foodways and iconography, and the role of rice and rice plantations in
the modern tourism industry.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn White:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the
South Carolina Rice Kingdom ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Lowcountry Time and
Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom is not only giving you much more new information but
also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South
Carolina Rice Kingdom. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Joshua Mack:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South
Carolina Rice Kingdom why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lloyd North:

The book untitled Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the South Carolina Rice Kingdom contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.

Jennifer Powell:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of the
South Carolina Rice Kingdom to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Lowcountry Time and Tide: The Fall of
the South Carolina Rice Kingdom can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and



confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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