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In Don't Janet E. Halley explains how the military's new anti-gay policy is fundamentally misdescribed by
its common nickname, “Don't Ask/Don't Tell.” This ubiquitous phrase, she points out, implies that it
discharges servicemembers not for who they are, but for what they do. It insinuates that, as long as military
personnel keep quiet about their homosexual orientation and desist from “homosexual conduct,” no one will
try to pry them out of their closets and all will be well.

Not so, reveals Halley. In order to work through the steps by which the new law was ultimately drafted, she
opens with a close reading of the 1986 Supreme Court sodomy case which served as the legal and rhetorical
model for the policy revisions made in 1993. Halley also describes how the Clinton administration’ s attempts
to offer Congress an opportunity to regulate conduct—and not status—were flatly rejected and not included
in the final statute. Using cultural and critical theory seldom applied to explain the law, Halley argues that,
far from providing privacy and an assurance that servicemembers careers will be ruined only if they engage
inillegal conduct, the rule activates a culture of minute surveillance in which every member must strictly
avoid using any gesture in an ever-evolving lexicon of “conduct that manifests a propensity.” In other words,
not only homosexuals but all military personnel are placed in danger by the new policy. After challenging
previous pro-gay arguments against the policy that have failed to expose its most devious and dangerous
elements, Halley ends with a persuasive discussion about how it is both unconstitutional and, politicaly, an
act of sustained bad faith.

This knowledgeable and eye-opening anaysis of one of the most important public policy debates of the
1990s will interest legal scholars, policymakers, activists, military historians and personnel, aswell as
citizens concerned about issues of discrimination.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Blanding:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Don't: A Reader's Guide to
the Military's Anti-Gay Policy (Public Planet Books) book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Willard Sarvis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Don't:
A Reader's Guide to the Military's Anti-Gay Policy (Public Planet Books).

Michele Brown:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading areserve. The book Don't: A Reader's Guide to the Military's Anti-Gay Policy (Public
Planet Books) it is rather good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to devel op this book you
can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not
too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Mary Bar nett:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV al day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Don't: A Reader's Guide
to the Military's Anti-Gay Policy (Public Planet Books) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.
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