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Departing from the tradition of reading literary modernism in terms of formal innovation, Pines’ study
examines literary modernism through the lens of marriage. She considers the marriage plots of selected
modernist novels by Henry James, Ford Madox Ford, D.H. Lawrence, Nella Larsen, and Virginia Woolf in
relation to the social and legal restructuring of marriage occurring in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries in Britain and the U.S. In particular, she identifies and explores the strategies by which the
modernist critique of marriage paradoxically reinforces the institution and the social imperative to marry.
 
Despite a preoccupation with the changing nature of marriage, she argues, modern literature and culture do
not imagine alternatives to marriage. By examining these novels in their social, legal, and historical contexts,
Pines provides insights into how a critique of marriage can paradoxically contribute to a commitment to the
institution. Ultimately, she argues, this critique undermines the definition of modernism as a radical
disruption of social and cultural norms and raises questions about the persistence of marriage in Anglo-
American culture. 
 
In treating marriage as a social and cultural institution, Pines departs from previous feminist examinations of
modernism that focus on gender roles or consider the modern marriage plot in less historical and more
formalist terms. And, finally, by setting texts of High Modernism alongside texts from the Harlem
Renaissance, her study argues for a more expansive definition of literary modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Marriage Paradox: Modernist Novels and the Cultural Imperative to
Marry book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with The Marriage Paradox: Modernist Novels and the Cultural Imperative to Marry
content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Marriage Paradox: Modernist
Novels and the Cultural Imperative to Marry is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Katrina Frey:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Marriage Paradox: Modernist Novels and the
Cultural Imperative to Marry as your daily resource information.

Leslie Martin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Marriage Paradox: Modernist Novels and the
Cultural Imperative to Marry can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Charles Holland:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Marriage Paradox: Modernist Novels and the Cultural
Imperative to Marry. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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