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This book rounds off the study of St. Augustine's view of the human condition which Fr. O'Connell began in
St. Augustine's Early Theory of Man, A.D. 386-391, and continued in St. Augustine's Confessions: The
Odyssey of Soul. The central thesis of that first book, and the guiding hypothesis of
the second, proposed that Augustine thought of us in "Plotinian" terms, as "fallen souls," and that he
interpreted, in all sincerity, the teachings of Scripture as reflecting that same view. O'Connell sees the
weightiest objection to his proposal as stemming from what scholars generally agree is
Augustine's firm rejection of that view in his later works.

The central contention here is that Augustine did indeed reject his earlier theory, but only for a short while.
He came to see the text from Romans 9, 11 as apparently compelling that rejection. But then his firm belief
that all humans are guilty of original sin would have left him traducianism as
his only acceptable way of understanding the origin of sinful human souls. The materialistic cast of
traducianism, however, always repelled Augustine. Hence, he struggles to elaborate a fresh interpretation of
Romans 9,11, and eventually he finds one that permits him to return to a slightly revised
version of his earlier view. That theory, O'Connell argues, is encased in both the De Civitate Dei and the
final version of the De Trinitate.

This terse summary barely hints at the richness of detail contained here: O'Connell begins with a minute
analysis of the third book of the De Libero Arbitrio, then of the letters and works ostensibly supporting rival
chronological patterns which he must overturn in order to make his case. Finally,
in the light of his findings, he offers fresh interpretations of Augustine's three mature masterpieces, On
Genesis, The Trinity, and City of god. These, along with Fr. O'Connell's contention that Augustine's anti-
Pelagian De Peccatorum Meritis et Remissione must have seen publication no earlier than
A.D. 416/17, will doubtless fuel scholarly debate for some time to come. Indeed, Pelagianism made the
question of the soul's origin so pivotal for Augustine, that few of our current interpretations of Augustine are
likely to remain unaffected by the results of O'Connell's searching and provocative
study.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Origin of the Soul in St.
Augustine's Later Works book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ellen Wirth:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Origin of the Soul in St. Augustine's Later Works as your daily
resource information.

Tom Seaman:

This The Origin of the Soul in St. Augustine's Later Works is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Origin of the Soul in St.
Augustine's Later Works can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life and knowledge.

Hazel Reinoso:

You may get this The Origin of the Soul in St. Augustine's Later Works by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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