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One of Japan’s most renowned intellectuals, Motoori Norinaga (1730–1801) is perhaps best known for his
notion of mono no aware, a detailed description of the workings of emotions as the precondition for the
poetic act. As a poet and a theoretician of poetry, Norinaga had a keen eye for etymologies and other
archaeological practices aimed at recovering the depth and richness of the Japanese language. This volume
contains his major works on the Yamato region?the heartland of Japanese culture?including one of his most
famous poetic diaries, The Sedge Hat Diary (Sugagasa no Nikki), translated into English here for the first
time.

Written in 1772 while Norinaga journeyed through Yamato and the Yoshino area, The Sedge Hat Diary was
composed in the style of Heian prose and is interspersed with fifty-five poems. It offers important insights
into Norinaga the poet, the scholar of ancient texts, the devout believer in Shinto deities, and the
archaeologist searching for traces of ancient capitals, palaces, shrines, and imperial tombs of the pre-Nara
period. In this piece Norinaga presents Yoshino as a "common poetic space" that readers must inhabit to
develop the "common sense" that makes them live ethically in the poet’s ideal society.

Norinaga’s ideal society is deeply imbued with the knowledge of poetry and the understanding of emotions
as evidenced in the translation of Norinaga’s twenty-six songs on aware (pathos) also included here. The rest
of the volume offers translations of several essays by the poet that shed further light on the places he visited
in Yoshino and on the main topic of his scholarly interests: the sound of the uta (songs) from his beloved
Yamato. An introductory essay on Norinaga’s poetics serves as a guide through the dense arguments he
developed both practically in his poems and theoretically in his essays.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Lee:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Poetics of Motoori
Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Cindy Knutson:

Here thing why this specific The Poetics of Motoori Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. The Poetics of Motoori Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve
that similar with The Poetics of Motoori Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Poetics of
Motoori Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey in e-book can be your alternate.

Gloria Taylor:

This The Poetics of Motoori Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can
say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Poetics of Motoori Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Tanya Caggiano:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is The Poetics of Motoori Norinaga: A Hermeneutical Journey this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up.



The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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