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Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth explores the shifting reputation of our most controversial
founding father. Since the day Aaron Burr fired his fatal shot, Americans have tried to come to grips with
Alexander Hamilton's legacy. Stephen Knott surveys the Hamilton image in the minds of American
statesmen, scholars, literary figures, and the media, explaining why Americans are content to live in a
Hamiltonian nation but reluctant to embrace the man himself.

Knott observes that Thomas Jefferson and his followers, and, later, Andrew Jackson and his adherents,
tended to view Hamilton and his principles as "un-American." While his policies generated mistrust in the
South and the West, where he is still seen as the founding "plutocrat," Hamilton was revered in New England
and parts of the Mid-Atlantic states. Hamilton's image as a champion of American nationalism caused his
reputation to soar during the Civil War, at least in the North. However, in the wake of Gilded Age excesses,
progressive and populist political leaders branded Hamilton as the patron saint of Wall Street, and his
reputation began to disintegrate.

Hamilton's status reached its nadir during the New Deal, Knott argues, when Franklin Roosevelt portrayed
him as the personification of Dickensian cold-heartedness. When FDR erected the beautiful Tidal Basin
monument to Thomas Jefferson and thereby elevated the Sage of Monticello into the American Pantheon,
Hamilton, as Jefferson's nemesis, fell into disrepute. He came to epitomize the forces of reaction
contemptuous of the "great beast"-the American people. In showing how the prevailing negative assessment
misrepresents the man and his deeds, Knott argues for reconsideration of Hamiltonianism, which rightly
understood has much to offer the American polity of the twenty-first century.

Remarkably, at the dawn of the new millennium, the nation began to see Hamilton in a different light.
Hamilton's story was now the embodiment of the American dream—an impoverished immigrant who came
to the United States and laid the economic and political foundation that paved the way for America's
superpower status. Here in Stephen Knott's insightful study, Hamilton finally gets his due as a highly
contested but powerful and positive presence in American national life.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Stinson:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence
of Myth (American Political Thought) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ryan Connors:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Alexander
Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth (American Political Thought).

Joseph Carter:

The reason why? Because this Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth (American Political
Thought) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lucy Carson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth
(American Political Thought) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Alexander Hamilton and the Persistence of Myth (American



Political Thought) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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