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In the decades following the First World War, when aviation was still a revelation, flight was perceived as a
spectacle to delight the eyes and stimulate the imagination. Historian Robert Wohl takes us back to this time,
recapturing the achievements of pioneering aviators and exploring flight as a source of cultural inspiration in
the United States and Europe.

Wohl begins the story of flight in this era with a fresh account of the impact of Charles Lindbergh’s dramatic
New York-Paris flight, then goes on to explain how Mussolini identified his Fascist regime with the
modernist cachet of aviation. Wohl shows how the Hollywood film industry—drawing on the talents of such
director-flyers as William Wellman and Howard Hawks and the eccentric millionaire Howard
Hughes—created the aviation film; how writers such as Antoine de Saint-Exupéry helped foster France’s
self-image as the “winged nation”; and how the spectacle of flight reached its tragic apotheosis during the
bombing campaigns of the Spanish Civil War and World War II. Generously illustrated with rare
photographs, paintings, and posters and elegantly written, this book offers a gripping account of aviation and
its hold on the popular imagination during the years between 1920 and 1950.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

The book The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950 give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950 being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a publication The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation
and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Lila Dixon:

The knowledge that you get from The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950
could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and the
Western Imagination, 1920-1950 giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Spectacle of
Flight: Aviation and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950 instantly.

Rana Jensen:

The book The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950 will bring that you the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and
the Western Imagination, 1920-1950 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lola Kelly:

This The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950 is brand new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
The Spectacle of Flight: Aviation and the Western Imagination, 1920-1950 can be the light food for you
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this



e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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