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Judith Sargent Murray (1751-1820), poet, essayist, playwright, and one of the most thoroughgoing advocates
of women's rights in early America, was as well known in her own day as Abigail Adams or Martha
Washington. Her name, though, has virtually disappeared from the public consciousness. Thanks to the
recent discovery of Murray's papers—including some 2,500 personal letters—historian Sheila L. Skemp has
documented the compelling story of this talented and most unusual eighteenth-century woman.

Born in Gloucester, Massachussetts, Murray moved to Boston in 1793 with her second husband, Universalist
minister John Murray. There she became part of the city's literary scene. Two of her plays were performed at
Federal Street Theater, making her the first American woman to have a play produced in Boston. There as
well she wrote and published her magnum opus, The Gleaner, a three-volume "miscellany" that included
poems, essays, and the novel-like story "Margaretta." After 1800, Murray's output diminished and her hopes
for literary renown faded. Suffering from the backlash against women's rights that had begun to permeate
American society, struggling with economic difficulties, and concerned about providing the best possible
education for her daughter, she devoted little time to writing. But while her efforts diminished, they never
ceased.

Murray was determined to transcend the boundaries that limited women of her era and worked tirelessly to
have women granted the same right to the "pursuit of happiness" immortalized in the Declaration of
Independence. She questioned the meaning of gender itself, emphasizing the human qualities men and
women shared, arguing that the apparent distinctions were the consequence of nurture, not nature. Although
she was disappointed in the results of her efforts, Murray nevertheless left a rich intellectual and literary
legacy, in which she challenged the new nation to fulfill its promise of equality to all citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Permenter:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject First Lady of
Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies) suitable
to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled First Lady of
Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies)is one of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Christina Pena:

The publication with title First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female
Independence (Early American Studies) includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Betty Guinn:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the
Struggle for Female Independence (Early American Studies) can make you experience more interested to
read.

Pedro Lewis:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for Female Independence
(Early American Studies) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative



person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this time book First Lady of Letters: Judith Sargent Murray and the Struggle for
Female Independence (Early American Studies). You can more appealing than now.
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