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International human rights issues perpetually highlight the tension between political interest and idealism.
Over the last fifty years, the United States has labored to find an appropriate response to each new human
rights crisis, balancing national and global interests as well as political and humanitarian impulses.

Human Rights in American Foreign Policy explores America's international human rights policies from the
Vietnam War era to the end of the Cold War. Global in scope and ambitious in scale, this book examines
American responses to a broad array of human rights violations: torture and political imprisonment in South
America; apartheid in South Africa; state violence in China; civil wars in Central America; persecution of
Jews in the Soviet Union; movements for democracy and civil liberties in East Asia and Eastern Europe; and
revolutionary political transitions in Iran, Nicaragua, and the collapsing USSR.

Joe Renouard challenges the characterization of American human rights policymaking as one of inaction,
hypocrisy, and double standards. Arguing that a consistent standard is impractical, he explores how
policymakers and citizens have weighed the narrow pursuit of traditional national interests with the desire to
promote human rights. Human Rights in American Foreign Policy renders coherent a series of disparate
foreign policy decisions during a tumultuous time in world history. Ultimately the United States emerges as
neither exceptionally compassionate nor unusually wicked. Rather, it is a nation that manages by turns to be
cautiously pragmatic, boldly benevolent, and coldly self-interested.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Human Rights in American Foreign
Policy: From the 1960s to the Soviet Collapse (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) book as basic and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Carol Rodgers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you
should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Human Rights in American
Foreign Policy: From the 1960s to the Soviet Collapse (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Maurice Neely:

Human Rights in American Foreign Policy: From the 1960s to the Soviet Collapse (Pennsylvania Studies in
Human Rights) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Human Rights in American Foreign Policy: From the 1960s to the Soviet
Collapse (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Cleora Yarbro:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Human Rights in American Foreign
Policy: From the 1960s to the Soviet Collapse (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) e-book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still skepticism Human Rights in American Foreign Policy: From the 1960s to
the Soviet Collapse (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) as good book not simply by the cover but also



from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.
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