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"Two world wars, concentration camps, the obliteration of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, and continued preparations for nuclear war illustrate the modern
world's propensity for mass destruction. . . . Yet there have been
important signs of resistance to this trend. These have included not only
the emergence of mass-based peace and disarmament movements but activist
intellectuals grappling with the growing problem posed by mass violence
among nation-states. . . . Bess examines the lives and ideas of four of
these intellectuals: Leo Szilard of Hungary and (later) the United States,
E. P. Thompson of England, Danilo Dolci of Italy, and Louise Weiss of
France. . . . Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud is a powerful,
important scholarly work, casting new light upon some of the great issues
of modern times. Readers will learn much from it."—Lawrence S.
Wittner, Peace and Change

"Bess seeks to understand the way in which the creation of the atomic bomb
has changed the social and political situation of humankind. Are we to be
held hostage by military forces or can we transform our situation? He
describes the lives of four very different activists, each with different
views on what causes conflict and how best to address conflict. . . .
Overall, this book offers an interesting perspective on life after the
atomic bomb. . . . In asking ourselves what the possibilities of our future
are, we can turn to these lives for some guidance. . . . This book is
informative, provocative, and encourages one to consider carefully how s/he
chooses to live."—Erin McKenna, Utopian Studies

"These four lives, researched and skillfully presented by historian Michael
Bess, make fascinating stories in themselves. They also serve as useful
vehicles for examining major cross-currents of Cold War resistance. . . .
From Weiss the cynical pragmatist to Szilard the high-level fixer to
hompson the social reformer to Dolce the spiritual street organizer,
Michael Bess has woven an illuminating tapestry of human efforts to cope
with life under the mushroom cloud."—Samuel H. Day Jr., The
Progressive
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From reader reviews:

Juan Palmer:

This Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace,
1945-1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy) are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace, 1945-
1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy) can be
one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace,
1945-1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy)
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jeff Williams:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Realism, Utopia, and
the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their Strategies for Peace, 1945-1989--Louise Weiss
(France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England), Danilo Dolci (Italy).

Carl Moss:

The book with title Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and their
Strategies for Peace, 1945-1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson (England),
Danilo Dolci (Italy) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on
the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.



Dominique Rigney:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. Realism, Utopia, and the Mushroom Cloud: Four Activist Intellectuals and
their Strategies for Peace, 1945-1989--Louise Weiss (France), Leo Szilard (USA), E. P. Thompson
(England), Danilo Dolci (Italy) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those
short spare time problems.
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