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Over the course of his brief career, Melvin Dixon (1950-1992) became an important critical voice for
African American scholarship as well as a widely read chronicler of the African American gay experience.
His novels Trouble the Water and Vanishing Rooms still receive considerable attention, as do his collections
of poetry and his major work of criticism, Ride Out the Wilderness: Geography and Identity in Afro-
American Literature.

In A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader, scholars Justin A. Joyce and Dwight A. McBride have collected, for the
first time in a single volume, the eight critical essays Dixon published during his lifetime. The volume
divides Dixon's critical output into three categories—"Writing Black Diaspora Theory," "Writing African
American Cultural Theory," and "Writing African American Literary Criticism"—and closes with a speech
Dixon gave to the queer writers' conference, OutWrite, in 1992, just months before he succumbed to an
AIDS-related illness.

What emerges from the essays collected here is the voice of a confident, engaging scholar, who tackles a
wide range of literary and cultural topics. Dixon examines the trickster characters of Charles W. Chesnutt,
the friendship between the Haitian novelist Jacques Roumain and Langston Hughes, and the aesthetic
importance of black speech in the novels of Gayl Jones. His address to OutWrite serves as a poignant record
of Dixon's knack to wax elegiac and poetic and to synthesize criticism, activism, and art. The introduction
places Dixon in the contexts of African American cultural history and gay/lesbian critical discourse.

Justin A. Joyce is a doctoral candidate in the department of English at the University of Illinois-Chicago.
Dwight A. McBride is Leon Forrest Professor and Chair of African American Studies at Northwestern
University and the author of Why I Hate Abercrombie & Fitch: Essays on Race and Sexuality in America and
Impossible Witnesses: Truth, Abolitionism, and Slave Testimony.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Samuels:

Here thing why this particular A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with A Melvin Dixon
Critical Reader. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader in e-book can be your alternative.

Loretta Claybrooks:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Lynn Kelley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary for
some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their passion. They
just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah,
it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get
whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Melvin
Dixon Critical Reader can make you really feel more interested to read.

Steven Young:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and
examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that
the reserve A Melvin Dixon Critical Reader can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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