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The authoritative story of the headline-making discovery of gravitational waves—by an eminent
theoretical astrophysicist and award-winning writer.

From the author of How the Universe Got Its Spots and A Madman Dreams of Turing Machines, the epic
story of the scientific campaign to record the soundtrack of our universe.
 
Black holes are dark. That is their essence. When black holes collide, they will do so unilluminated. Yet the
black hole collision is an event more powerful than any since the origin of the universe. The profusion of
energy will emanate as waves in the shape of spacetime: gravitational waves. No telescope will ever record
the event; instead, the only evidence would be the sound of spacetime ringing. In 1916, Einstein predicted
the existence of gravitational waves, his top priority after he proposed his theory of curved spacetime. One
century later, we are recording the first sounds from space, the soundtrack to accompany astronomy’s silent
movie.

In Black Hole Blues and Other Songs from Outer Space, Janna Levin recounts the fascinating story of the
obsessions, the aspirations, and the trials of the scientists who embarked on an arduous, fifty-year endeavor
to capture these elusive waves. An experimental ambition that began as an amusing thought experiment, a
mad idea, became the object of fixation for the original architects—Rai Weiss, Kip Thorne, and Ron Drever.
Striving to make the ambition a reality, the original three gradually accumulated an international team of
hundreds. As this book was written, two massive instruments of remarkably delicate sensitivity were brought
to advanced capability. As the book draws to a close, five decades after the experimental ambition began, the
team races to intercept a wisp of a sound with two colossal machines, hoping to succeed in time for the
centenary of Einstein’s most radical idea. Janna Levin’s absorbing account of the surprises, disappointments,
achievements, and risks in this unfolding story offers a portrait of modern science that is unlike anything
we’ve seen before.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Silva:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Black Hole Blues (and Other
Songs from Outer Space) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book
with you?

Mary Fleeman:

This book untitled Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer Space) to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Gerald Chisholm:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer Space) this guide consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Nicholas Gober:

This Black Hole Blues (and Other Songs from Outer Space) is brand-new way for you who has interest to
look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Black Hole Blues (and Other
Songs from Outer Space) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and knowledge.
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