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Performances of Greek epics customarily began with a hymn to a god or goddess--as Hesiod's Theogony and
Works and Days do. A collection of thirty-three such poems has come down to us from antiquity under the
title "Hymns of Homer." This new Loeb Classical Library volume contains, in addition to the Hymns,
fragments of five comic poems that were connected with Homer's name in or just after the Classical period
(but are not today believed to be by the author of the Iliad and the Odyssey). Here too is a collection of
ancient accounts of the poet's life.

The Hymns range widely in length: two are over 500 lines long; several run only a half dozen lines. Among
the longest are the hymn To Demeter, which tells the foundational story of the Eleusinian Mysteries; and To
Hermes, distinctive in being amusing. The comic poems gathered as Homeric Apocrypha include Margites,
the Battle of Frogs and Mice, and, for the first time in English, a fragment of a perhaps earlier poem of the
same type called Battle of the Weasel and the Mice. The edition of Lives of Homer contains The Contest of
Homer and Hesiod and nine other biographical accounts, translated into English for the first time.

Martin West's faithful and pleasing translations are fully annotated; his freshly edited texts offer new
solutions to a number of textual puzzles.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

The feeling that you get from Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical
Library No. 496) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Homeric Hymns. Homeric
Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of
Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496) instantly.

Erik Hilyard:

Why? Because this Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be learn. Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha. Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496) can be
your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Johanna Land:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Homeric Hymns. Homeric Apocrypha.
Lives of Homer (Loeb Classical Library No. 496) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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