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When does democracy work well, and why? Is democracy the best form of government? These questions are
of supreme importance today as the United States seeks to promote its democratic values abroad. Democracy
and Knowledge is the first book to look to ancient Athens to explain how and why directly democratic
government by the people produces wealth, power, and security.

Combining a history of Athens with contemporary theories of collective action and rational choice developed
by economists and political scientists, Josiah Ober examines Athenian democracy's unique contribution to
the ancient Greek city-state's remarkable success, and demonstrates the valuable lessons Athenian political
practices hold for us today. He argues that the key to Athens's success lay in how the city-state managed and
organized the aggregation and distribution of knowledge among its citizens. Ober explores the institutional
contexts of democratic knowledge management, including the use of social networks for collecting
information, publicity for building common knowledge, and open access for lowering transaction costs. He
explains why a government's attempt to dam the flow of information makes democracy stumble. Democratic
participation and deliberation consume state resources and social energy. Yet as Ober shows, the benefits of
a well-designed democracy far outweigh its costs.

Understanding how democracy can lead to prosperity and security is among the most pressing political
challenges of modern times. Democracy and Knowledge reveals how ancient Greek politics can help us
transcend the democratic dilemmas that confront the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Potter:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation
and Learning in Classical Athens book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mark Blanding:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation
and Learning in Classical Athens is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Steven Dillinger:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in
Classical Athens can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Democracy and Knowledge:
Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens.

Moses Bean:

You can obtain this Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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