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In the late 1890s, Britain was basking in the high noon of empire, albeit with the sobering experience of the
Boer War just around the corner. By 1956, the year of the Suez debacle and less than a lifetime later, the age
of empire was drawing rapidly to a close and Britain's position as an independent great power was over. In
between, the country had experienced two devastating world wars. India - the jewel in her imperial crown -
had gained independence. And there had been far-reaching changes on the domestic front: the birth of the
welfare state, full men's (and eventually women's) suffrage, and the foundation of the National Health
Service, to name but a few.

Throughout this momentous period, the Oxford Union, the world's most famous debating society, continued
to meet to debate and discuss the changing world around them. Sometimes their debates had important
repercussions in the wider world - such as the notorious 'King and Country' debate of 1933 which made
headlines around the globe and which Winston Churchill described as that 'abject, squalid, shameless
avowal.' More often than not, the debates had merely a local impact, even if among the debaters were many
of the leaders, thinkers, and opinion formers of the future, figures such as Harold Macmillan, Archbishop
Temple, Edward Heath, and Tony Benn.

In The Golden Talking Shop, former Parliamentary sketch writer (and Union member) Edward Pearce tells
the story of Britain - and the world - in the first half of the twentieth century as seen from the perspective of
these Union debates: sometimes shocking, sometimes wittily amusing, and often both. The students do most
of the talking, along the way revealing the changing preoccupations, prejudices, and assumptions of their
changing times. A distinct pre-First World War fashion for Social Darwinism is in due course replaced by a
widespread 1930s penchant for Stalinism, with civilized opinion reliably breaking in on occasion too. Above
all, browsing these debates, taken straight from another age, gives the reader a vivid, sometimes piquant,
sense of a Britain which is now passing from living memory - and serves as a powerful reminder of the ways
in which the past and its attitudes really are a foreign country.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

The book The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and
Women make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War,
Revolution, and Women being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a
publication The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and
Women. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Connie Cornish:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update themselves
by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know
which one you should start with. This The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World
War, Revolution, and Women is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Anna Humphrey:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union
Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and Women as your daily resource information.

Carole Arehart:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and Women your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Golden Talking-Shop: The Oxford
Union Debates Empire, World War, Revolution, and Women giving you yet another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show



you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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