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Humanist Tragedies, like its companion volume Humanist Comedies (ITRL 19), contains a representative
sampling of Latin drama written during the Tre- and Quattrocento. The five tragedies included in this
volume—Albertino Mussato’s Ecerinis (1314), Antonio Loschi’s Achilleis (ca. 1387), Gregorio Corraro’s
Progne (ca. 1429), Leonardo Dati’s Hyempsal (ca. 1442), and Marcellino Verardi’s Fernandus servatus
(1493)—were nourished by a potent amalgam of classical, medieval, and pre-humanist sources.

Just as Latin humanist comedy depended heavily upon Plautus and Terence, humanist tragedy drew its
inspiration primarily from the nine plays of Seneca. Dramatists also used ancient legends or contemporary
history as source material, dramatizing them as Seneca might have done. Some even attempted to outdo
Seneca, exaggerating the bloody sensationalism, the bombastic rhetoric, and the insistence on retributive
justice for which he was famous.

Unlike comedy, which drew its narratives from ordinary life and from love, sex, money, and manners,
tragedy was not concerned with human foibles but with distant tragic heroes. The impossible choices faced
by larger-than-life men and women whose heroic destinies hung in the balance gave tragedy a considerably
shorter shelf-life than comedies. While comedy stayed relevant, tragedy became problematic, evolving into
the hybrid genre of tragicomedy by the end of the Quattrocento. Humanist tragedy testifies to the momentous
changes in literary and cultural conventions that occurred during the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library). You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Melba More:

This Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) without we know teach the one who
reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Humanist Tragedies
(The I Tatti Renaissance Library) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti
Renaissance Library) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Pamela Edmonds:

This Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library)
can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Barker:

The publication with title Humanist Tragedies (The I Tatti Renaissance Library) contains a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.
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