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A definitive biography of Otis Redding, the musical artist who was widely regarded as the
quintessential soul singer of the 1960s, timed to coincide with the 50th anniversary of Redding's iconic
performance at the 1967 Monterey Pop Festival.
 
Otis Redding remains a living presence in the canon of American popular music on the strength of such
classic hits as "(Sittin’ on) The Dock of the Bay," “I’ve Been Loving You Too Long (To Stop Now),” "Try a
Little Tenderness," and "Respect," a song that Redding wrote and recorded before Aretha Franklin made it
immortal.  As a singer, songwriter, bandleader, and arranger, Redding was the chief architect of the distinctly
southern, gospel-inflected style of rhythm & blues associated with Stax Records in Memphis.  Yet, while
Redding’s music has long served as the gold standard of 1960s soul, an aura of myth and mystery has always
surrounded the story of his life, which was tragically cut short at the height of his career by his death in a
plane crash in December 1967.
 
Otis Redding is the biography that finally does justice to the unfinished life of the man who was once
celebrated as the “King of Soul."  Jonathan Gould’s book draws on comprehensive research, the cooperation
of the Redding family, and previously unavailable sources of information to present a fully-formed portrait
of Redding’s background, his upbringing, and his professional career.   That said, this biography is not only a
book about Redding and his music; it is also a social history of the time and place from which they emerged. 
Rejecting the often sentimentalized view of race relations in the music business, Gould never lets us forget
that the boundaries between black musicians and white listeners were becoming porous at precisely the
moment when racial tensions were reaching a height throughout the United States.  His indelible portrait of
Redding and the mass acceptance of soul music in the 1960s is both a remarkable look at a little-understood
artist and a provocative exploration of the tangled history of race and music in America.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lane:

With other case, little persons like to read book Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Otis Redding: An
Unfinished Life. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Nicholas Sheen:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life
book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Donald Tuel:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day every day to reading a publication. The book Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Pat Thomas:

Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Otis Redding: An Unfinished Life but
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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