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The Pan Am Building and the reaction to it signaled the end of an era. Begun when the modernist aesthetic
and the architectural star system ruled architectural theory and practice, the completed building became a
symbol of modernism's fall from grace. In The Pan Am Building and the Shattering of the Modernist Dream,
Meredith Clausen tells the story as both history and cautionary tale -- a case study of how not to plan and
execute a large-scale urban project that seems especially relevant in light of the World Trade Center and the
ongoing discussions over what should be built in its place.The Pan Am Building was despised by many as
soon as the plans were announced in 1958. The star power of the celebrity architects -- those deans of
modernism, Walter Gropius and Pietro Belluschi -- overrode critics' objections. When construction was
completed in 1963, it became more than an architectural question; this "mute, massive, overscaled octagonal
slab," as Clausen describes it, built over Grand Central Terminal, blocked the view down Park Avenue,
created deep shadows where there had been sunlight, and poured 25,000 office workers on the sidewalks
each morning and evening. As Clausen tells it, the story of the building -- which was undistinguished
architecturally but important because of its location and its moment in history -- encompasses the end of
modernism's social idealism, the decline of Gropius's and Belluschi's reputations, the victory of private
interests over public good, the revival of architectural criticism in the press (both Ada Louise Huxtable and
Jane Jacobs emerged as prominent and influential critics), the birth of the historic preservation movement,
and the changing culture and politics of New York City.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Pan Am Building
and the Shattering of the Modernist Dream? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Steven Huckins:

The book The Pan Am Building and the Shattering of the Modernist Dream make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Pan Am Building and the Shattering of the Modernist Dream to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Pan Am Building and the Shattering of the
Modernist Dream. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

William Rice:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Pan Am Building and the Shattering
of the Modernist Dream is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Blanche Dobos:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
the book The Pan Am Building and the Shattering of the Modernist Dream we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Pan Am
Building and the Shattering of the Modernist Dream. You can more pleasing than now.
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