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For many people, the circus, with its clowns, exotic beasts, and other colorful iconography, is lighthearted
entertainment. Yet for Greg Renoff and other scholars, the circus and its social context also provide a richly
suggestive repository of changing attitudes about race, class, religion, and consumerism. In the South during
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, traveling circuses fostered social spaces where people of all
classes and colors could grapple with the region’s upheavals.

The Big Tent relates the circus experience from the perspectives of its diverse audiences, telling what locals
might have seen and done while the show was in town. Renoff digs deeper, too. He points out, for instance,
that the performances of these itinerant outfits in Jim Crow-era Georgia allowed boisterous, unrestrained
interaction between blacks and whites on show lots and on city streets on Circus Day. Renoff also looks at
encounters between southerners and the largely northern population of circus owners, promoters, and
performers, who were frequently accused of inciting public disorder and purveying lowbrow prurience, in
part due to residual anger over the Civil War. By recasting itself as a showcase of athleticism, equestrian
skill, and God’s wondrous animal creations, the circus appeased community leaders, many of whose
businesses prospered during circus visits.

Ranging across a changing social, cultural, and economic landscape, The Big Tent tells a new history of what
happened when the circus came to town, from the time it traveled by wagon and river barge through its
heyday during the railroad era and into its initial decline in the age of the automobile and mass consumerism.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Big Tent: The Traveling Circus in Georgia, 1820-1930 book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
regarding The Big Tent: The Traveling Circus in Georgia, 1820-1930 content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Big Tent: The Traveling Circus in Georgia,
1820-1930 is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

James Roberts:

The knowledge that you get from The Big Tent: The Traveling Circus in Georgia, 1820-1930 is a more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but The Big Tent: The Traveling Circus in Georgia, 1820-1930 giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Big Tent: The Traveling
Circus in Georgia, 1820-1930 instantly.

Marvin Boyer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for your requirements is The Big Tent: The Traveling Circus in Georgia,
1820-1930 this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Theresa Frost:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
reading a book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Big Tent: The



Traveling Circus in Georgia, 1820-1930 which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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