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In 1996, Kara Swisher, then areporter at The Washington Post, was granted unprecedented access to one of
the hottest and most closely watched companies in the world, America Online, Inc. In aol.com, Swisher has
written a book that captures the secrets of how AOL beat the competition and became the world's biggest
online company. Swisher aso reveals the company's behind-the-scenes dealings with Microsoft cofounders
Bill Gates and Paul Allen, CompuServe, Prodigy, Netscape, and the Christian Right.

Throughout its existence, AOL has repeatedly been written off by the media and the high-tech world. Bill
Gates threatened to buy it or bury it. Deep-pocketed competitors such as CompuServe and Prodigy thought
little of their smaller rival. And AOL made matters worse by committing a series of public-relations and
technical blunders that became front page news and enraged its subscribers.

But the company--a " cyber-cockroach”--refused to die. Now, with over eleven million subscribers, AOL is
the undisputed leader in the online world, vitally positioned at the nexus of big business, high tech,
advertising, and new media. Intelling the story of AOL, Swisher aso conveys the fascinating history of the
online business, which hasits originsin the dreams of an eccentric and little-known entrepreneur named Bill
Von Meister, whose grand ideas and big spending spawned the fledgling company that would become
AOL. But it fell to ayoung marketing executive named Steve Case to build AOL while fending off an
onslaught of wealthier competitors and suitors. Ultimately, as Swisher vividly illustrates, AOL gained
supremacy because Case possessed the best vision for his company, establishing AOL as avibrant virtua
community rather than an online shopping center or business tool. Included in that community is an array of
enthusiasts, activists, and deviants who at times clash in battles over freedom of expression and family
values, aflash point best illustrated here by AOL's fight against the Communications Decency Act.

Re-creating all of the major momentsin AOL's frenzied history, aol.com is afascinating and important

inside story about the birth of a new medium, the enterprising innovators who are leading it, and the way it
is changing our culture.
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From reader reviews:
Darcie Hartman:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for people. The book AOL.com had been making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book
AOL.comisnot only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel
bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book
AOL.com. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

JuliaHale:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How alot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this AOL.com book asthis
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Carolyn Scott:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now istaking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take AOL.com as your daily resource information.

Robin Bone:

The book untitled AOL.com contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear to see al the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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