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For ordinary Londoners debt was part of everyday life. The poor depended on credit from shopkeepers and
landlords to survive, but the better-off too were often deep in debt to finance their more comfortable, even
luxurious lifestyle. When creditors lost their patience both rich and poor Londoners could be thrown into one
the capital’s debtors’ prisons where they might linger for years. The most notorious of them was the
Marshalsea.

In the eighteenth century, the Marshalsea became a byword for misery? in the words of one of its inmates, it
was ‘hell in epitome’. In 1729 a parliamentary committee of enquiry found that prisoners had been
deliberately starved to extort fees from them and that many had died of deprivation and brutality at the hands
of the gaolers. In 1768 a mutiny led to an attempt to burn down the gaol.

But the prison was also a microcosm of London life, and where as its poor estinmates lived in fear of
starvation, the more wealthy and better connected living in the prison’s ‘masters’ wing’ carried on as they
would in the outside world, employing servants and entertaining guests — a lifestyle that was often funded
again by debt. In 1824 Charles Dickens’s father was detained here and the experience deeply scarred the
writer who lived in fear of debt — and a similar fate — for the rest of his life. And although the Marshalsea
was demolished in the 1840s Dickens would immortalise it in his novels, most memorably in Little Dorrit.

In Mansions of Misery Jerry White, acclaimed chronicler of London life, tells the story of the Marshalsea
through the life stories of those who had the bad fortune to be imprisoned there — rich and poor? men and
women? spongers, fraudsters and innocents. In the process he gives us a fascinating and unforgettable slice
of London life from the early 1700s to the 1840s.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Raap:

Often the book Mansions of Misery: A Biography of the Marshalsea Debtors# Prison has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Carl Vincent:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Mansions of Misery: A
Biography of the Marshalsea Debtors# Prison which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Cheryl Reese:

This Mansions of Misery: A Biography of the Marshalsea Debtors# Prison is fresh way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Mansions of Misery: A Biography of the Marshalsea Debtors# Prison can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Joy Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Mansions of
Misery: A Biography of the Marshalsea Debtors# Prison.
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