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Traditionally understood as pre-critical, even pre-rational, mythical thought has in fact played a critical role
in post-Enlightenment intellectual history. Modernists in philosophy and literature have used the depictive
rationality of myth to disclose, in self-reflective ways, the limits of discursive sense-making in various
domains of human experience. In so doing, they have effectively furthered, without resort to analytical
abstractions, the epistemological critique of reason begun during the Enlightenment. Stambovsky illustrates
four widely diverse examples of this critical form of mythical thinking in works by Kierkegaard, Miguel de
Unamuno, Henry James, and Margaret Atwood. The selected texts focus respectively on religious, national-
cultural, psychosocial, and psychobiological realms of experience. These illustrations follow an inquiry into
why the very possibility of critical, mythically inventive (mythopoetic) reflection is unsatisfactorily
explained by leading rationalist accounts of myth. It is with this problem in mind that Stambovsky begins his
monograph with observations on the origins of rationalist and counter-rationalist conceptualizations of myth
in the fragments of Xenophanes (the father of rationalist mythology) and in Plato's Phaedrus. Of pivotal
import is the early rationalist discrimination of mythos from logos and its epistemological implications (the
rationalist legacy) in the history of the idea of myth. Following his look at paradigmatic classical precedents,
Stambovsky traces the influence of the rationalist legacy in the myth theory of Malinowski, Levi-Strauss,
Cassirer, Ricoeur, and Blumenberg. The aim is to reveal how this influence in different ways limits these
theories as instruments for detecting and explaining the seminal critical and historical significance of modern
mythopoeia. This study will be of particular interest to teachers and students of myth theory in departments
of philosophy, religion, literature, and cultural anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Edith Ward:

This Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39)
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always
be worry Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) can bring if you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Keven Peterson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) content conveys the idea easily
to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series
39) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Patricia Steele:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Myth And The
Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39)is one of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Betty Guinn:

The actual book Myth And The Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Myth And The
Limits Of Reason.(Value Inquiry Book Series 39) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get



the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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