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The Profits of Religion: An Essay in Economic Interpretation is a snapshot of the religious movements in the
U.S. before its entry into World War I. The book is the first of the "Dead Hand" series: six books Upton
Sinclair wrote on American institutions. The series also includes The Brass Check (journalism), The Goose-
step (higher education), The Goslings (elementary and high school education), Mammonart (art) and Money
Writes! (literature). The term "Dead Hand" ironically refers to Adam Smith's concept that allowing an
"invisible hand" of individual self interest to shape economic relations provides the best result for society as
a whole. In this book, Sinclair attacks institutionalized religion as a "source of income to parasites, and the
natural ally of every form of oppression and exploitation." Most clergymen are hypocrites, but they are not
entirely to blame. Like other men, they are victimized by "the competitive wage-system, which presents
them with the alternative to swindle or to starve." Sinclair savages the Episcopal establishment for
transforming the proletarian Jesus into a defender of wealth and privilege, and for a long history of alliance
with political power in England and the United states. Turning to the "nonconforming" Protestant sects,
adherents of "The Church of the Merchants" are focused on achieving prosperity within the existing
economic system. So are the devotees of the mostly California-based 'new religions' or 'cults', including New
Thought.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors
nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write
with their book. One of them is this The Profits of Religion.

Orlando Hernandez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Profits of Religion can be excellent book to read. May
be it could be best activity to you.

Shane Ward:

This The Profits of Religion is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Profits of Religion in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Carol Anthony:

This The Profits of Religion is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Profits of Religion can be the light
food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for



anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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