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Major Louis Joseph Vionnet’s memoirs of Napoleon’s disastrous 1812 campaign in Russia are readable,
detailed, and full of personal anecdote and vivid glimpses into the life of the nineteenth-century soldier. His
account concentrates in particular on the retreat from Moscow, but he was present at all the major actions
and followed the entire course of the campaign from the opening moves in July 1812 to being chased
through Prussia by bands of Cossacks in early 1813. He was present at the destruction of Smolensk, toured
the battlefield of Borodino and witnessed the great fire in Moscow. Vionnet was a major in the Fusiliers-
Grenadiers, a regiment of veterans in the Imperial Guard, and his account provides a wonderful insight into
the élan, morale and cohesion of this elite fighting force. Jonathan North has translated Vionnet’s memoirs
for the first time for this English edition. In addition to providing detailed explanatory notes, he quotes from
the accounts left by five other soldiers from the same regiment, and these extracts allow the reader to follow
the ups and downs of the unit as a whole.

Louis Joseph Vionnet, Vicomte de Maringoné, was born in Longueville in 1769, the son of a peasant and a
lace maker. He joined the artillery in 1793 and was promoted to captain in the line in 1794. He fought in
Italy in 1796, in the line infantry in 1798 and the Guard grenadiers in 1806, and campaigned in Prussia,
Poland and Spain. In 1809, he joined the Fusiliers of the Guard, fought again in Spain in 1811 and then, with
the rank of major, he took part in the 1812 Russian campaign, which he survived. He retired in the 1830s and
died in 1834.
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From reader reviews:

Edna McArdle:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major
Vionnet, 1812. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important any book With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Jose Shepard:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book With Napoleon's Guard in Russia:
The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or appropriate book with you?

Bette Morgan:

Precisely why? Because this With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Carol Rosborough:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This With Napoleon's Guard in Russia:
The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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