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The ancient Celts believed they were descended from Father Dis (Dis Pater), a god of the dead who resided
in the west where the sun set. Today, ideas of our prehistoric origins are more likely based on ocean core
samples, radio-carbon dating, and archeological artifacts. But as Barry Cunliffe reminds us in Britain Begins,
an archaeologist writing of the past must be constantly aware that the past is, in truth, unknowable. Like the
myth-making Celts, we too create stories about our origins, based on what we know today.

Cunliffe here offers readers a vision of both worlds, looking at new myths and old, as he tells the fascinating
story of the origins of the British and the Irish, from around 10,000 BC to the eve of the Norman Conquest.
Using the most up-to-date archaeological evidence together with new work on DNA and other scientific
techniques which help us to trace the origins and movements of these early settlers, Cunliffe offers a rich
narrative account of the first islanders--who they were, where they came from, and how they interacted with
one another. Underlying this narrative is the story of the sea, and Cunliffe paints a fascinating picture of
early ships and sails and of the surprising sophistication of early navigation. The story told by the
archaeological evidence is enhanced by historical texts, such as Julius Caesar's well-known if rather murky
vision of Britain. Equally interesting, Cunliffe looks at the ideas of Britain's origins formed by our long-ago
ancestors themselves, when they used what scraps there were, gleaned from Biblical and classical texts, to
create a largely mythological origin for the British.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Taylor:

This Britain Begins are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason of this Britain Begins can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Britain Begins forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Marni Elliott:

This book untitled Britain Begins to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store
or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from
your list.

Martin Song:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Britain Begins can be the respond to, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Issac Molina:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Britain Begins was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Britain Begins has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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