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Residential motels have long been a place of last resort for many vulnerable Americans—released prisoners,
people with disabilities or mental illness, struggling addicts, the recently homeless, and the working poor.
Cast aside by their families and mainstream society, they survive in squalid, unsafe, and demeaning
circumstances that few of us can imagine.

For a year, the sociologist Christopher P. Dum lived in the Boardwalk Motel to better understand its
residents and the varied paths that brought them there. He documented how life in the motel affected their
goals and dreams. As told through the voices and experiences of motel residents, Exiled in America paints a
portrait of a vibrant community whose members forged identities in response to overwhelming stigma and
created meaningful lives despite crushing economic instability. Dum witnessed moments of violence and
conflict, as well as those of care and community. Throughout, he presents a powerful counterforce to the
myths and stereotypes that often plague marginalized populations.

In addition to chronicling daily life at the Boardwalk, Dum also follows local neighborhood efforts to shut
the establishment down, leading to a wider analysis of legislative attempts to sanitize shared social space. He
suggests meaningful policy changes to address the societal failures that lead to the need for motels such as
the Boardwalk. The story of the Boardwalk, and the many motels like it, will concern anyone who cares
about the lives of America’s most vulnerable citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Brown:

This Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a Residential Motel (Studies in Transgression) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a Residential
Motel (Studies in Transgression) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a Residential
Motel (Studies in Transgression) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Exiled in America: Life on the
Margins in a Residential Motel (Studies in Transgression) having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lorraine Stark:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Exiled in
America: Life on the Margins in a Residential Motel (Studies in Transgression) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a
Residential Motel (Studies in Transgression)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Alston:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a
Residential Motel (Studies in Transgression), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Brandy Felts:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Exiled in America: Life on the Margins in a Residential Motel (Studies in Transgression). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an



individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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