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By choosing to concentrate upon discovering what forest resources were availabl e to the French navy during
the ancien régime and what use it was able to make of them, Mr. Bamford has not only provided the first
monograph on that subject in the English language, but has gone far toward explaining why France was the
loser in the long duel with England for the control of commerce and the extension of empire.

Two years of research in the Archives Nationales and in the Archives de laMarine in Paris, Toulon, and
Raochefort enabled him to draw on contemporary sources of information of which little, if any, use has been
made before, and a further year of research in the libraries of New Y ork City, particularly in the rich Proudfit
Naval Collection, also yielded new material. It is Mr. Bamford's achievement to have handled this vast store
of primary sources with such skill and judgement that the reader, by turning over letters from disgruntled
forest proprietors, reports from harassed maitres on the trickery and recalcitrance of the peasants,
instructions from the top echelon of the navy to inspectorsin the forests, and a variety hills, receipts, and
memoranda, is given at first hand an appreciation of the difficulties faced by the navy in trying to obtain
timber and masts of the choice quality required for building ships-of-the-line. The navy had to compete with
the merchant marine and with industrial and private users of fuel for supplies that were continually being
depleted by mismanagement and by the conversion of forests to arable land. Measures, superficialy
admirable, for conserving the forests are found on closer examination to be at once over-precise and not
properly enforced. Transport, even in a country so abundantly supplied with navigable rivers as France, was
expensive and difficult.

Not only historians, but scholarsin the field of forestry, economics, geography, agriculture, and transport
will find this book illuminating.
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From reader reviews:
Kenneth Handy:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you can
read the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading areserve. The book Forests and French Sea Power, 1660-1789 (Heritage) it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high
quality.

Stephen Galvan:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Forests and French Sea Power, 1660-
1789 (Heritage), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to missit?
What kind of hang typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Nora Emer son:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Forests and French Sea Power, 1660-1789
(Heritage) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Forests and French
Sea Power, 1660-1789 (Heritage) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that.

MikeHart:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Forests and French Sea Power, 1660-1789 (Heritage) can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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