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The first full-scale biography of one of the most elusive and enigmatic painters of our time -- the self-
proclaimed Count Balthus Klossowski de Rola -- whose brilliantly rendered, markedly sexualized portraits,
especially of young girls, are among the most memorable images in contemporary art.

The story of Balthus's life has been shrouded by contradiction and hearsay, most of it his own invention;
over the years he created for himself a persona of mystery, aristocracy, and glamour. Now, in Nicholas Fox
Weber's superb biography, Balthus, the man and the artist, stands revealed as never before.

He was born in Paris in 1908 to Polish parents. At age twelve he first stepped into the spotlight with the
publication of forty of his drawings illustrating a story about a cat by Rainer Maria Rilke, who was then
Balthus's mother's lover and a crucial influence on the young boy. From that moment, Balthus has never
been out of the public eye.

In 1934 his first exhibition, in Paris, stunned the art world. The seven canvases drew attention to his
extraordinary technique -- a  mix of tradition and imagination informed by the work of Piero della Francesca,
Courbet, and Joseph Reinhardt, but unique to the twenty-six-year-old artist -- and to their provocative
content; one of the paintings, The Guitar Lesson, was so powerful in its sadomasochistic imagery that it was
deemed necessary to remove it from public display.
Continuously since then, Balthus's work has provoked both great opprobrium and profound admiration -- as
has the artist himself, whether collaborating with Antonin Artaud on his Theater of Cruelty, transforming the
Villa Medici into the social center of Fellini's Rome in the 1950s, or competing for the artistic limelight with
his friends Picasso and André Derain.

The artist's complexities are clarified and his genius understood in a book that derives its particular
immediacy from Weber's long and intense conversations with Balthus -- who never previously consented to
discuss his life and work with a biographer -- as well as his interviews with the painter's closest friends,
members of his family, and many of the subjects of his controversial canvases.

Weber's critical and human grasp (he acutely analyzes the paintings in terms of both their aesthetic
achievement and what they reveal of their maker's psyche), combined with his rich knowledge of Balthus's
life and his insight into the ideas and forces that have helped to shape Balthus's work over the past seven
decades, gives us a striking, illuminating portrait of one of the most admired and outrageous artists of our
time.
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From reader reviews:

John Kuykendall:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Balthus: A Biography. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Balthus: A Biography.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Bonnie Mentzer:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Balthus: A Biography.

Alice Rodriguez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Balthus: A Biography, you
may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Mary Brott:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Balthus: A Biography was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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