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In this forceful and original work in American political philosophy, H. Mark Roelofs challenges America's
complacency about its politics. He maintains that the theoretical design of the American political system is
inherently flawed. He sees the system as essentially split between its social democratic, egalitarian,
legitimizing self-image and its liberal democratic, elitist, operational practice. Neither of these aspects of the
system is politically productive beyond its immediate functions. Roelofs's devastating and closely reasoned
critique traces our nation's political ills to fundamental flaws in the very design of its founding principles, the
character of its major institutions, and the basic patterns of its processes. Roelofs traces the contradictions in
our political culture to American adaptations of a profoundly religious, mostly Protestant individualism and a
secular Bourgeois individualism rooted in Hobbes and Locke. The clashes between these perspectives in the
political system's institutional processes brew, according to the author, "generous portions of bombast and
hypocrisy, inefficiency and corruption, and all too often, violence in one form or another." He demonstrates
why, with our present political structure, there is no possibility of achieving our goals. The system's ultimate
poverty, he argues, is its congenital inability to comprehend, let alone reform, itself. No other book has
viewed the ills of American politics so comprehensively or traced their sources so insistently to the system's
theoretical design, to the character of its founding principles, and to the nature of its major institutions. With
the Bicentennial of the Constitution as well as the recentcollapse of Eastern European communism, many
Americans are proudly proclaiming that their system of government works, despite its obvious
contradictions, chaos, and corruption. Roelofs lucidly but pessimistically contends that, unless the system is
fundamentally and completely reform
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From reader reviews:

Henry Evans:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Poverty of American Politics: A Theoretical
Interpretation. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book The Poverty of American Politics: A Theoretical Interpretation. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Jeffrey Gorski:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Poverty of American Politics: A Theoretical
Interpretation can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Joseph Moody:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Poverty of American Politics: A
Theoretical Interpretation reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Poverty of American
Politics: A Theoretical Interpretation as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is
one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Clarissa Holland:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Poverty of American Politics: A
Theoretical Interpretation was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Poverty of American Politics: A Theoretical Interpretation has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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