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These letters to a beloved son and his family tell the poignant story of one woman's life in Nazi-occupied
Prague and help explain why some Jews stayed behind.

Henriette Pollatschek was 69 years old when the Nazis marched into Prague, where she and her daughter had
sought refuge after fleeing their German-held homeland in northern Bohemia. Henriette's son and his family
had already escaped to Switzerland and later to Cuba and the United States. At each step of the way, her
family urged Henriette to join them. But in the face of what was then only a vague and, to many,
unbelievable threat of danger, she was unwilling to abandon her financial independence, her accustomed way
of life, and the familial objects she had gathered over a lifetime. As living conditions for Jews worsened in
Nazi-occupied Prague, however, Henriette began to have second thoughts. Her letters to her son and his
family in Havana reveal an increasingly desperate situation as the obstacles to escape mounted while living
conditions eroded. Ultimately both Henriette and her daughter perished.

Henriette Pollatschek's letters provide a detailed picture of the lives of Jews in Prague during the war years:
the evictions, the food shortages, the worries about livelihood, and the increasing prohibitions and
regulations, as well as the brave and cheerful attempts to maintain a normal life and bear hardships.
Henriette's letters also help explain why more Jews did not escape. As Renata Polt, Henriette's
granddaughter, concludes, "Who could imagine a Holocaust?"

Translated, edited, and annotated by Polt and illustrated with intimate family snapshots, this book brings the
horrors and dilemmas of the Holocaust alive in a moving, personal account while answering pertinent
historical questions about the motives of Jews who stayed behind.

Renata Polt is a free-lance writer and film critic living in Berkeley, California.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Matias:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This A Thousand Kisses: A
Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Roger Everman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the A Thousand Kisses: A
Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Martina White:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning
to beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's
Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Wesley Mansour:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
A Thousand Kisses: A Grandmother's Holocaust Letters (Judaic Studies Series) provide you with new
experience in examining a book.
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