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While coups drive a majority of regime changes and are responsible for the overthrow of many democratic
governments, there has been very little empirical work on the subject. Seizing Power develops a new theory
of coup dynamics and outcomes, drawing on 300 hours of interviews with coup participants and an original
dataset of 471 coup attempts worldwide from 1950 to 2000. Naunihal Singh delivers a concise and empirical
evaluation, arguing that understanding the dynamics of military factions is essential to predicting the success
or failure of coups.

Singh draws on an aspect of game theory known as a coordination game to explain coup dynamics. He finds
a strong correlation between successful coups and the ability of military actors to project control and the
inevitability of success. Examining Ghana’s multiple coups and the 1991 coup attempt in the USSR, Singh
shows how military actors project an image of impending victory that is often more powerful than the reality
on the ground.

In his close analysis of ten coups in Ghana from 1967 to 1981, Singh identifies three distinct points of coup
origination: coups from top military officers, coups from the middle ranks, and mutinous coups from low-
level soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Ramsey:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Seizing Power. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Seizing Power. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Celia Robertson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for people. The book Seizing Power has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
reserve Seizing Power is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship using the book Seizing Power. You never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Joyce Cannon:

The guide with title Seizing Power posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Fred Nelson:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Seizing Power to make your reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve
Seizing Power can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
these time.
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