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There's more than meets the eye in the fiction of the master of the espionage thriller Robert Ludlum. In a
study that examines seventeen of Ludlum's novels in depth, including the latest, The Apocalypse Watch
(1995), Macdonald uncovers the serious themes running through the novels: the role of the individual in
preserving democracy, the value of competing voices, the failure of educational institutions to preserve
ideals, the temptations of power, the importance of personal loyalties in the face of impersonal organizations,
and the nature of evil. She shows how Ludlum's novels are valuable in helping us to understand modern
paranoia?our fear of conspiracies, terrorism, barbarism, and intolerance. A personal interview granted by
Ludlum for this book illuminates the influences on his craft, especially his long experience in the theater,
which affects his sense of pacing, characterization, humor, and suspense.

After an initial biographical chapter, Macdonald examines Ludlum's literary roots in suspense novels and
discusses the genre. Each succeeding chapter examines a group of his novels tied together thematically or, in
the case of the Bourne series, by recurring characters. The discussion of each novel is organized into sections
on plot and structure, character, and theme, and features an alternate critical interpretation, such as Freudian,
Marxist, or reader response criticism, which offers the reader another fresh perspective from which to
examine the concerns of the novel. Novels covered in depth are: Trevayne, The Cry of the Halidon, The
Scarlatti Inheritance, The Rhinemann Exchange, The Gemini Contenders, The Holcroft Covenant, The Road
to Gandolfo, The Road to Omaha, The Bourne Identity, The Bourne Supremacy, The Bourne Ultimatum, The
Matarese Circle, The Parsifal Mosaic, The Aquitaine Progression, The Icarus Agenda, The Scorpio Illusion,
and The Apocalypse Watch. This critical companion includes an up-to-date bibliography of all of Ludlum's
published works, as well as selected reviews of all works examined in this study.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Robert Ludlum: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) book as basic and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jennifer Mendoza:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a book.

Susannah Williams:

Beside that Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers)
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!

Wanda Holmes:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't



see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) can make you experience more interested to read.
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