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Although many commentators on Rousseau’s philosophy have noted its affinities with Platonism and
acknowledged the debt that Rousseau himself expressed to Plato on numerous occasions, David Williams is
the first to offer a thoroughgoing, systematic examination of this linkage. His contributions to the scholarship
on Rousseau in this book are threefold: he enters the debate over whether Rousseau is a Hobbesian (in
rejecting transcendent norms) or a Platonist (in accepting them) with a decisive argument supporting the
latter position; he tackles from a new angle the ever-challenging question of unity in Rousseau’s thought;
and he explores the dynamic metaphor of the chain throughout Rousseau’s writings as a key to
understanding them as inspired by Platonism.

The book is organized into three main parts. The first sketches the background of Platonism and materialist
positivism in modern European metaphysics and political philosophy that provided the context for
Rousseau’s intellectual development. The second examines Rousseau’s choice of Platonism over positivism
and its consequences for his philosophy generally. The third addresses the legacy of Rousseau’s thought and
its appropriation by Kant, Marx, and Foucault, suggesting that in an age where materialism and relativism
are rife, Rousseau may have much to teach us about how we view our own society and can engage in
constructive critique of it.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

This Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment can bring any time you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment having fine arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Julia Flowers:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment, you could
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Beth Kelly:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Rousseau's Platonic
Enlightenment that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you are able to pick Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment become your own personal starter.

Michael Clements:

Beside this kind of Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have Rousseau's Platonic Enlightenment because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!
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