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Sources show Qu Yuan (?340–278 BCE) was the first person in China to become famous for his poetry, so
famous in fact that the Chinese celebrate his life with a national holiday called Poet's Day, or the Dragon
Boat Festival. His work, which forms the core of the The Songs of Chu, the second oldest anthology of
Chinese poetry, derives its imagery from shamanistic ritual. Its shaman hymns are among the most beautiful
and mysterious liturgical works in the world. The religious milieu responsible for their imagery supplies the
backdrop for his most famous work, Li sao, which translates shamanic longing for a spirit lover into the
yearning for an ideal king that is central to the ancient philosophies of China.

Qu Yuan was as important to the development of Chinese literature as Homer was to the development of
Western literature. This translation attempts to replicate what the work might have meant to those for whom
it was originally intended, rather than settle for what it was made to mean by those who inherited it. It
accounts for the new view of the state of Chu that recent discoveries have inspired.
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Songs of Chu: An Anthology of Ancient
Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and Others (Translations from the Asian Classics). You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book The Songs
of Chu: An Anthology of Ancient Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and Others (Translations from the Asian
Classics). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a
book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Amy Mueller:

The ability that you get from The Songs of Chu: An Anthology of Ancient Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and
Others (Translations from the Asian Classics) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but The Songs of Chu: An Anthology of Ancient Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and Others (Translations
from the Asian Classics) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
The Songs of Chu: An Anthology of Ancient Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and Others (Translations from the
Asian Classics) instantly.

Lorraine Woodward:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Songs of Chu: An Anthology
of Ancient Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and Others (Translations from the Asian Classics), you may enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Catherine Hershey:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Songs of Chu: An Anthology of
Ancient Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and Others (Translations from the Asian Classics) that give your



entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick The Songs of Chu: An Anthology of Ancient Chinese Poetry by Qu Yuan and Others (Translations from
the Asian Classics) become your starter.
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